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1. Introduction 

 

Newsletter 1 of December 2018 was a long newsletter and covered the background of the 

Southern African Bird Atlas Project, as well as the detail of the atlasing done in the Hessequa 

region by the U3A Stilbaai Bird Group from the beginning of November 2014 to the end of 

November 2018. Newsletter 1 is available on the U3A Stilbaai website at the following link 

Hessequa Bird Atlas Newsletter 1 - December 2018 

 

This much shorter Newsletter 2 covers the atlasing of the past year (1 December 2018 to 30 

November 2019) and how it relates to the previous year (1 December 2017 to 30 November 

2018). It also discusses the succes with the liaison with landowners of Hessequa. All the technical 

terms that are used in Newsletter 2 are explained in Newsletter 1. 

 

2. Progress with atlasing in Hessequa 

 

2.1. Broad atlasing objectives of the Bird Group 

The Bird Group atlas 75 accessible pentads in the municipal area of Hessequa. The map in 

Figure 1 shows the area that is covered. 

 

 
Figure 1: Map of the Hessequa atlas area 

 

The first objective of the Bird Group is in line with the first objective of SABAP2 which is to 

get enough full protocol cards per pentad to ensure good mapping of species. This objective 

has already been achieved by the end of November 2018 with a minimum of 11 full 

protocol cards submitted for each pentad. The focus of the Bird Group is now the 

http://www.u3astilbaai.org/birdgroup/documents/Newsletter01.pdf
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monitoring objective of SABAP2 wich is to cover the whole area with at least one full 

protocol card per year, but preferably with more cards. 

 

2.2. Progress from 1 December 2018 tot 30 November 2019 

The objective for this year was, just as for the previous year, to atlas each pentad twice, 

with the cards evenly distributed over the seasons of the year. The only exceptions are for 

the pentads of Stilbaai-West and –East that would be atlased in every month of the year. 

The seasons are still as follows: 

 Summer – December, January and February 

 Autumn – March, April and May 

 Winter – June, July and August 

 Spring – September, October and November 

A minimum of 170 full protocol cards were required to achieve this objective. 

The progress is best explained by firstly looking at the previous year that ended on 30 

November 2018. The minimum of 170 full protocol cards is distributed over the area as well 

as the seasons as shown in Figure 2. Each pentad is divided into four blocks with the top 

one showing the summer season, the next one the autumn, then winter and the bottom 

block the spring season. 

 

Figure 2: Distribution of 170 full protocol cards for 1 December 2017 to 30 November 2018 

Each pentad has two full protocol cards, except Stilbaai-West en –East that have 12 cards 

each. The chessboard pattern shows clearly that the atlasing is distributed systematically 

over the area as well as the seasons. 

For the current reporting year that ended on 30 November 2019, the objective of a 

minimum of 170 full protocol cards was also achieved and the distribution is shown in 

Figure 3. 
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Figure 3: Distribution of 170 full protocol cards for 1 December 2018 tot 30 November 2019 

Each pentad again received two full protocol cards, except for Stilbaai-West and –East that 

received 12 full protocol cards each. If Figure 2 is compared with Figure 3 it is clear that the 

atlasing was done in the alternative seasons. A pentad which was atlased in the summer 

and winter in the previous year was atlased in the autumn and spring during the last year.  

The distribution pattern of the 170 cards is best shown in the two previous figures. 

However, there were actually 524 cards submitted for the two years. That is 184 more than 

the required 340 for the two years and these cards were submitted mainly by visiting 

atlasers. Figure 4 shows the distribution of the 524 full protocol cards for the two years to 

30 November 2019. 

 

Figure 4: Distribution of the 524 full protocol cards for the two years from 1 December 2017 to 30 

November 2019 

From Figure 4 it is clear that each pentad received at least one full protocol card for each of 

the seasons over the two years.  This obviously also means that each pentad received a 

minimum total of four full protocol cards over the two years. 
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2.3. Value of 4 full protocol cards 

If the data captured in Figure 4 is presented as totals for the two years rather than the 

seasonal presentation, Figure 5 is the result.  

 

Figure 5: 524 full protocol cards shown as total cards per pentad for the two years from 1 

December 2017 to 30 November 2019 

The light green colour represents at least 4 full protocol cards and the other colours 

increasingly more cards as indicated in the legend. This figure confirms that at least 4 full 

protocol cards have been submitted for each pentad for this period. This means that this 

period could be statistically meaningfully compared to other periods with four or more full 

protocol cards. 

In Figure 6 it is shown that such a period could be the three years from 1 December 2014 to 

30 November 2017. 
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Figure 6: Total full protocol cards per pentad for the three years from 1 December 2014 tot 30 

November 2017 

It could for example be very interesting to do an analysis to determine the impact of the 

very serious drought of the last years on the distribution and occurrence of various bird 

species. The intensive and smooth distribution of data over such a large area as Hessequa 

makes such analysis possible and a proposal for such an analysis will be submitted to 

SABAP2. 

3. Liaison with landowners 

The liaison of the Stilbaai Bird Group with landowners up to the end of 2018 occurred only on an 

ad hoc basis and mainly to obtain permission to access private land where necessary.  

The Bird Group then decided to formalise the liaison and created a list that is known as “Friends 

of the Stilbaai Bird Group”. By the end of January 2020 this list already contained the contact 

details of 138 landowners or their representatives. It consist mainly of three groups namely:  

 The owners who gave the members of the Bird Group permission to access their 

properties for atlasing purposes;  

 The owners who are interested in what we do; and  

 The owners who just want to know when we are in an area to do a survey. This aspect is 

becoming increasingly more important from a safety point of view. Atlasing could be a 

suspicously looking activity with the atlaser moving slowly through an area while 

frequently stopping. 

It was also decided to provide the Bird Group’s annual newsletter, as well as an updated bird list 

for the relevant pentad to each person on the list.  

This initiative was met with great enthusiasm by the landowners and the contact of the 

landowners with the Bird Group is, as always, very friendly and helpful. This relationship is of 

great value not only to the Bird Group but also to the project as a whole. 
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4. Summary and conclusions 

The U3A Stilbaai Bird Group have, for the year from 1 Desember 2018 to 30 November 2019, 

submitted the planned two full protocol cards for each pentad, distributed evenly over the 

seasons for the whole of the Hessequa area. These cards combined with the cards submitted in 

the previous year, as well as the cards submitted by visiting atlasers, set a new standard for 

systematic atlasing. Each pentad in Hessequa has over the two years received at least one full 

protocol card for each season and it also means at least four cards per pentad in total. This in 

turn means that this period of two years could be compared to other periods in a statistical 

meaningful way.  

The improved formal liaison with landowners has resulted in the Bird Group being in contact 

with 138 landowners or their representatives and each of them has received Newsletter 1, a 

map of the relevant pentad, as well as a bird list for the pentad. This has elevated the 

cooperation between the landowners and the Bird group to a new standard. 
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